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ARTICLE 80 DESIGN REVIEW
BROADBAND READY BUILDINGS QUESTIONNAIRE

The City of Boston is working to cultivate a broadband ecosystem that serves the
current and future connectivity needs of residents, businesses, and institutions.
The real estate development process offers a unique opportunity to create a
building stock in Boston that enables this vision. In partnership with the
development community, the Boston Planning and Development Authority and the
City of Boston will begin to leverage this opportunity by adding a broadband
readiness component to the Article 80 Design Review. This component will take
the form of a set of questions to be completed as part of the Project Notification
Form. Thoughtful integration of future-looking broadband practices into this
process will contribute to progress towards the following goals:

1. Enable an environment of competition and choice that results in all residents
and businesses having a choice of 2 or more wireline or fixed wireless
high-speed Internet providers

2. Create a built environment that is responsive to new and emerging
connectivity technologies

3. Minimize disruption to the public right of way during and after construction
of the building

The information that is shared through the Project Notification Form will help
BPDA and the City understand how developers currently integrate
telecommunications planning in their work and how this integration can be most
responsive to a changing technological landscape.

Upon submission of this online form, a PDF of the responses provided will be sent
to the email address of the individual entered as Project Contact. Please include
this PDF in the Project Notification Form packet submitted to BPDA.



SECTION 1: GENERAL QUESTIONS

Project Information

Project Name:

Project Address Primary:

Project Address Additional:

Project Contact (name / Title / Company / email / phone):
Expected completion date

Team Description

Owner / Developer
Architect

Engineer (building systems):
Permitting:

Construction Management

SECTION 2: RIGHT OF WAY TO BUILDING

Point of Entry Planning

Point of entry planning has important implications for the ease with which your
building’s telecommunications services can be installed, maintained, and expanded
over time.

#1: Please provide the following information for your building’s point of entry
planning (conduits from building to street for telecommunications). Please enter
‘unknown’ if these decisions have not yet been made or you are presently unsure.

e Number of Points of Entry

e Locations of Points of Entry

e Quantity and size of conduits

e Location where conduits connect (e.g. building-owned manhole,

carrier-specific manhole or stubbed at property line)
e Other information /comments

#2: Do you plan to conduct a utility site assessment to identify where cabling is
located within the street? This information can be helpful in determining the
locations of POEs and telco rooms. Please enter ‘unknown’ if these decisions have
not yet been made or you are presently unsure.

e Yes

e No

e Unknown



SECTION 3: INSIDE OF THE BUILDING

Riser Planning
Riser capacity can enable multiple telecom providers to serve tenants in your
building.

#3: Please provide the following information about the riser plans throughout the
building. Please enter ‘unknown’ if these decisions have not yet been made or you
are presently unsure.

Number of risers

Distance between risers (if more than one)

Dimensions of riser closets

Riser or conduit will reach to top floor

Number and size of conduits or sleeves within each riser

Proximity to other utilities (e.g. electrical, heating)

Other information /comments

Telecom Room

A well designed telecom room with appropriate security and resiliency measures
can be an enabler of tenant choice and reduce the risk of service disruption and
costly damage to telecom equipment.

#4: Please provide the following information about the telecom room plans. Please
enter ‘unknown’ if these decisions have not yet been made or you are presently
unsure.

e What is the size of the telecom room?

e Describe the electrical capacity of the telecom room (i.e. # and size of
electrical circuits)

e Will the telecom room be located in an area of the building containing one or
more load bearing walls?

e Will the telecom room be climate controlled?
o Yes
o No
o Unknown



e If the building is within a flood-prone geographic area, will the telecom
equipment will be located above the floodplain?
o Yes
o No
o Unknown

e Will the telecom room be located on a floor where water or other liquid
storage is present?
o Yes
o No
o Unknown

e Will the telecom room contain a flood drain?
o Yes
o No
o Unknown

e Will the telecom room be single use (telecom only) or shared with other
utilities?
o Telecom only
o Shared with other utilities
o Unknown

e Other information/comments

Delivery of Service Within Building (Residential Only)
Please enter ‘unknown’ if these decisions have not yet been made or you are
presently unsure. Questions 5 through 8 are for residential development only.

#5: Will building /developer supply common inside wiring to all floors of the
building?

e Yes

e No

e Unknown

#6: If so, what transmission medium (e.g. coax, fiber)? Please enter ‘unknown’ if
these decisions have not yet been made or you are presently unsure.



#7: Is the building /developer providing wiring within each unit?
e Yes
e No
e Unknown

#8: If so, what transmission medium (e.g. coax, fiber)? Please enter ‘unknown’ if
these decisions have not yet been made or you are presently unsure.

SECTION 4: ACCOMMODATION OF NEW AND EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES

Cellular Reception

The quality of cellular reception in your building can have major impacts on quality
of life and business operations.

Please provide the following information on your plans to facilitate high quality
cellular coverage in your building. Please enter ‘unknown’ if these decisions have
not yet been made or you are presently unsure.

#9: Will the building conduct any RF benchmark testing to assess cellular
coverage?

e Yes

e No

e Unknown

#10: Will the building allocate any floor space for future in-building wireless
solutions (DAS /small cell /booster equipment)?

e Yes

e No

e Unknown

#11: Will the building be providing an in-building solution (DAS/ Small cell /
booster)?

o Yes

e No

e Unknown



#12: 1f so, are you partnering with a carrier, neutral host provider, or
self-installing?

e Carrier

e Neutral host provider

e Self-installing

Rooftop Access
Building rooftops are frequently used by telecommunications providers to install
equipment critical to the provision of service to tenants.

Please provide the following information regarding your plans for roof access and
usage. Please enter ‘unknown’ if these decisions have not yet been made or you are
presently unsure.

#13: Will you allow cellular providers to place equipment on the roof?
o Yes
e No
e Unknown

#14: Will you allow broadband providers (fixed wireless) to install equipment on
the roof?

e Yes

e No

e Unknown

SECTION 5: TELECOM PROVIDER OUTREACH

Supporting Competition and Choice

Having a choice of broadband providers is a value add for property owners looking
to attract tenants and for tenants in Boston seeking fast, affordable, and reliable
broadband service. In addition to enabling tenant choice in your building, early
outreach to telecom providers can also reduce cost and disruption to the public
right of way. The following questions focus on steps that property owners can take
to ensure that multiple wireline or fixed wireless broadband providers can access
your building and provide service to your tenants.



#15: (Residential Only) Please provide the date upon which each of the below
providers were successfully contacted, whether or not they will serve the building,
what transmission medium they will use (e.g. coax, fiber) and the reason they
provided if the answer was ‘no’.

e Comcast
RCN
Verizon
NetBlazr
WebPass
Starry

#16: Do you plan to abstain from exclusivity agreements with broadband and cable
providers?

o Yes

e No

e Unknown

#17: Do you plan to make public to tenants and prospective tenants the list of
broadband /cable providers who serve the building?

e Yes

e No

e Unknown

SECTION 6: FEEDBACK

The Boston Planning and Development Agency looks forward to supporting the
developer community in enabling broadband choice for resident and businesses.
Please provide feedback on your experience completing these questions.



